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Dissertation IV. 

C H ft I s T V Kntry into Jerufalem, 

,HE Circumftances of this Piece 
of Scripture Hiftory are well 
known, and not lefs to thofe 
who defpife, than to thofe who 
receive the Gofpel. 
My Intention is to confider the Prophecy 
telacing to this Faftj as it ftands in Zechariab, 
Chap. ix. ver. 9. And tho' the Subjed of this 
DifTertation has no immediate Relation to tho 
preceding Difcourfes, yet it may not perhaps 
be improper to fubjoin to them the Explica- 
tion of a Paflage, which is fure always to find 
its way into every Convcrfation or Controvcr- 
fy upon the Subjedt of Prophecy. 

There is indeed no Circumftance relating 

to the Mefliah that has given oceafion to more 

profane Wit and Ridicule than this now be- , 

fore us. We reckon an Afs to be a comem- 
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ptMc Creature $ and a Man, efpecially a M^ 
of Chaf after, riding upon an Afs, to be a ri- 
diculdus Figure. Thefe arc Prgudices of 
otir Time and Country. And when thejr, 
who look no further dian to the Manners 
and Cuftoms which are before them, examine 
this Part of facred Story by the Standard of 
modern Prejudices, they fee, or think they 
fee, fomething quite inconiiftent with xHm 
Gravity and Dignity of the Perfon pretending 
to be King of the jfews, when Chrift is repre* 
fented entring in Triumph into Jerufalem 
mounted on an Afs. 

But, contemptible as an Afs, or a Man tU 
ding on an Afs, may be at prefent, from th6 
beginning it was not fo. In many Countries, 
and particularly in Judea^ Perfons of the 
hig)ieft Diftindlion were ufually fo mounted. 
The Governors of Ifrael are defcribed in the 
Song oi Deborah as riding on white ^es (Judg. 
V. 10.) And the Thirty Sons oijairy who was 
Judge and Prince over Ifrael Twenty-two 
Years, are faid to ride on Thirty Affes (Judg. 
X. 4.) And another Judge of Ifrael is recorded 
to bive had Forty Sons and Thirty Nephews 
that rode on Seventy Afs Colts, (Judg^xu. 14.) 

Were it at all necefTary, it would be eafy to 
confirm this Obfervation with many more 

Autho* 



Cs] 

Authorities ; but this Paffage of Scripture will 
furnifh other Enquiries, and of a more fe- 
rious Confideration, 

For, fuppofing it to have beeh an ufual 
thing to ride on an Afs, how comes this ufu^l 
thing to be mentioned in relation to the Meflias 
as a Mark of Diftindtion ? Might not the Pro- 
phet upon this Suppofitiori as well have faid 
he ftiould come walking on foot ? And would 
he not have been as well known by ope Ch^- 
rader as by the other ? Befides, 

If you turn to the Book of Zechariabywhcvc 
this Prophecy i$ to be found, you will fee the 
Perfon there defcribed to be a King^ a juji 
King, and one having Salvation: And what 
is there in this Character of riding on the Pole 
of an Afs that is peculiar to a King, to a juft 
King, and to one who was to bring Salvation 
and Deliverance to his People ? 

If we look into the prefent, or into the an- 
tient World, we (hall not find reafon to ap- 
propriate this Character to Kings : Thofe of 
Egyptj AJfyria^ and of other Nations Neigh- 
bours to Judeay rode in another manner: 
Much lefs (hall we be able to find any Con- 
nexion between the Juftice and Ability of a 
Praife to fave his People, and this Circumr 
glance of riding on the Fole of an Afs. 

A 3 Since 
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Since then this prophetical Charader can 
never be accounted for by confidering the 
State and Condition of Kings in general -; 
there mufl needs have been fomething very 
peculiar in Jthe Circumftances of a King of 
Ifrael, on wrhich the Propriety of this Cha- 
rafter is founded. 

I fhall therefore endeavour to trace out this 
peculiar Circumftance, and to fet this Pro- 
phecy in a proper Light, vsrhich has been very 
greatly abufed ; and, perhaps, only becaufe it 
has been very little undcrftood. 

If we look into the Hiftory of the Rife and 
Fall of Nations, we (hall generally find that 
their Profperity and Succefs have bprn fonnie 
proportion to their Force apd Power, and to 
the Copduft and Ability of their Leaders, 
But with the Jews^ who from Slaves in JE^gypt^ 
became a great and powerful People, the Cafe 
was not fo. The beft and greateft of their 
Kings, and he who carried the Empire to the 
greateft height, has left us iappther Account 
of their Affairs, " The People, fays he, got 
" not the Land in pofTeflipn by their own 
" Sword, neither did their own Arm fave 
** them : but thy right Hand and thine Arm, 
^* and the Light of thy Countenance, becaufe 
ff thou hadfl a Favour untp them." {Pfal^ 

xliv. 
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xliv. 3- When we read this, and other like 
Paflages, we are apt to afcribe them to the 
Piety and Devotion of the Pfalmifi^znd to look 
upon them only as Acknowledgments of 
God's general Providence in the Affairs of the 
World 5 and this makes us apt to overlook, 
or not fufficiently to attend to the hiftorical 
Truth which they contain. 'Tis true indeed, 
that all Succefs may in a juft Senfe be afcribed 
to God 5 and that it is He, who giveth Vidto-- 
ry unto Kings : But yet He ordinarily makes 
ufe of natural Means ; and it is no Offence to 
his Providence, that Princes lift their Thour 
fands of Horfe and Foot, to fccure them- 
felves and their Dominions. But with the 
yews it was other wife : They were never fo 
v^eak, as when they made themfelves ftrong j 
never fo certainly ruined, as when their Force 
was great enough to create in theiH a Confi* 
dence in themfelves. For God had taken the 
Defence of IJrael upon Himfelf -, and when- 
ever the People took it out .of his Hands, and 
placed it in their own, they were fure to be 
undone. 

Nay, fo tender was God of his Honour in 
this relpedl, and fo concerned to juflify his 
Promife, to defend IJrael^ in the Eyes of the 
World, that he would not always permit 
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natural Caufcs to interfere m their D^live- 
rjtnce, left the People ftioqld grow doubtful 
tp whom they ftiould afcribc their Vidories. 
When Gideon ftood up tp deliver the People 
from the MidianiteSy he raifed an Army of 
Thirty two Thoufand Men : God refufed to 
go forth with fo great an Hoft, and the Rea- 
fon given fpr it, is this j " The People that 
*^ are with thee, are too many for me to give 
" the Midianites ijito th?ir Hands, left IJrael 
*• vaunt themfelvfs againft me, faying, mine 
*^ own Hand hath fayed me " {Judg. vii. 2. 
Accordingly, the Thirty two Thoufand were 
reduced to Three Hundred, and by th^m the 
Hpft of J^idian was overthrown. 
. To come nearei: to our prefent Pqrpofe* 
Forthefamereafonit was that God would not 
permit fhe People to haye Horfes and Chariots, 
of War for their Defence s not becaufe they 
were thought ufelefs in War, for it is well 
known that the Strength of the antient Milir 
tia cpnfifted chiefly i|i them, as appears in the 
Scripture Hiilory, and in the pldef^ Writers 
of profane Story. Such was the Strength of 
l^gypty and fuch the Force of the AJfyrians^ 
and of the other Eaftern Nations. And it is 
pbfervable, that when God is introduced in 
^he Book oijob^ fetting forth the great Works 
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to( the Cfeation, he defcribes the Horfe as if 
made on purpofe for the Day of Battel. ** Haft 
" thou (fays God) given the Horfe Strength ? 
" haft thou clothed his Neck with Thun- 
« der? 

^' Canft thou make him afraid as a Grafs* 

^^ hopper ? The Glory of his Noftrils is ter- 
" rible. 

" He paweth in the Valley, and rejoiceth 
'* in his Strength ; he goeth on to meet the 
*^ armed Men, 

" He mocketh at Fear, and is not affright- 
^' ed ; neither turneth he back from the 
^* Sword. 

" The <!^ver rattleth againft him, the 
" glittering Spear and Shield. 

" He fwalloweth the Ground with Fierce- 
*^ nefs and Rages neither believeth he that- it 
<* is the Sound of the Trumpet. 

^* He faith among the Trumpets, Ha, ha; 
*^ and he fmelleth the Battel afar off, the 
** Thunder of the Captains, and the Shout-* 

'J ings/' 

But this Courage, this Aptnefs for War in 
Jlorfes, was the very reafon why Gqd would 
not fufFer his People to make ufe of them for 
;heir Defence. He himfelf had undertaken 
(heir Cavife, and he wanted neitherHorfe nor 

Foot; 
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Foot to fight his Battels. Of this^he gave fuf- 
ficient Proof in the firft Inftance of their De- 
liverance. When he brought them out of 
Egypt^ they v^ere a mere Croud of Women 
and Children, and of Men trained up in Sla* 
very, under hard and cruel Task-mafters. Ot\ 
the Egyptiaris Side vsrere the antient SoU 
diery of the Kingdom, a mighty Power' 
of Chariots and Horfes, led on by Princes^ 
and by Nobles. And what was the Iflue ? 
The Strength of Egypt was deftroy'd, and 
the People faved. And the Glory which 
God took to Himfelf in faving a weak Peopl?;* 
againft the Strength of the Chariots and Her- 
les of Pharoaby is finely defcribed in the Song 
of Mofes. ' 

" I will fing unto the Lord, for he hath 
" triumphed glorioufly ; the Horfe and his 
^' Rider hath he thrown into the Sea/* * 

" The Lord is a Man of War ; the Lord 
" is his Name, Pharoah's Chariots and his 
?* Hoft hath he caft into the Sea.'' 

It may be thought perhaps no Wonder 
^hat the People at this Time had neither Cha-r 
riots nor Horfes -, for where (hou'd they have 
them ? They were themfelves but Slaves, 
and doubtlefs their Mafters were cautious 
enough not to put the Power of War into 
their JIands, Let us go on then, and fee 

how 
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how the Cafe ftood afterwards, when thiJ 

People had an opportunity of furniftiing themr 

fclves with Horfes and Chariots ; if it had been 

lawful for them fp to do. After the Death of 

MofeSy yojhua was in Command over the 

People : His Vi<Storics over the CanaaniteSy fo 

alarmed the neighbouring Princes, that with 

one Confent they confederated againft him^ 

^nd brought together an incredible Multitude 

in Arms ; ^nd as it is particularly remarked, 

with Horfes andChariotsverypiany. Jajhuai^xt'' 

vaird againft them,and took all their Horfes and 

Chariots; and had an Opportunity of ftrengthf 

ning his Army wk|i Cavalry. Bpt obferve the 

cxprefs Command of God to him. Ihoujhalt 

bougbj or hamftring, their HorfeSy and burn 

their Chariots with Fire^ (Jofli. xi. 6.) Is this 

the common Practice of War ? Pp Princes 
who want Horfes to mpunt their own Troops, 

ufe to deftrpy thofe taken from the Enemy, 

or render them ufelefs by hamftringing them? 

There can be no Foundation for the Com-? 

xpand to deftroy the Hprfes, but this only, 

that it was not lawful for Jojhua to keep 

them, for the Reafon already given. 

I have laid thefc Obfervations together, to 

give Light to a general Precept of the Law, 

In which ?very Prince, who fliould fuccccd 
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to the Government of Iraelj was concerned ; 
and upon which the true Interpretation of the 
Prophecy, now before us, docs, as I con- 
ceive, depend. It is to be found in the 17* 
oiDeut. in thefe Words, " He (that is, who- 
ever (hall be King of Ifrael) fhall not mul- 
tiply Horfes to himfelf, nor caufe the Peo- 
ple to return to Egypt^ to the End that he 
^^ ihould multiply Horfes/' If we confider 
the Situation of Judeay how it was fur- 
rounded by Warlike Nations, who had ftrong 
Armies both of Horfe and Foots it will be 
impoflible to juftify this Law by theMeafures 
of human Prudence : But the tme Reafon of 
the Law is exprefs'd in the 20^^ of DeuL 
When thou goeft out to Battel againft thine 
Enemies, and feed Horfes and Chariors^ 
*^ and a People more than thou, be not afraid 
of them : for the Lord thy God is with tbee^ 
which brought thee out of the Land of 
Egypty When God forbad his People the 
ufe of Horfes and Chariots, he promifed that 
fie would be to them inftead of Horfes and 
Chariots. This Law therefore was to be a 
ftanding Trial of Prince and People, whether 
they had Truft and Confidence in God their 
Deliverer, In this View there is Senfe in the 
Jliaw J for he who gaye it, knew how to re-f 

medy 
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remedy the InConvenicncies which naturally 
attended it. In any other View it is unac- 
countable ; and if weighed in the Scales of 
worldly Politicks, ridiculous and abfurd. 

The next Thing to be confidered is, whatf 
EfFcdt this Law produced, and what Influ- 
ence the Obedience or Difobedience of the 
Princes to this Law, had upon the Affairs of 

IfraeL 

It is evident from the JewiJIo Hiftory, that 

this Law was obferved for near Four Hundred 
Years, to the End of DavitTs Reign, and in 
part of Solomon's. That Jojhua had no Cha- 
riots or Horfes in his Army, has been already 
obferved, when Deborah and Barak delivered 
Ifrael from Si/era^ who had Nine Hundred 
Chariots of Iron. {Judg. v. 15.) It is exprefly 
faid in the Text, That Barak was/ent on Foot 
into the Valley. And in this manner did 
the antient Judges of Ifrael wage War, who 
were raifed up from time to time by God 
to deliver his People. And in this manner, 
Davidy who extended his Empire from Egypt 
to Syria^ and Eaftwards as far as Euphrates, 
in this manner did he wage War -, not for want 
of Chariots and Horfes, for he took from Ha-- 
JaJezar^ Son to the King of Zobah^ in one 
pay aThoufand Chariots, and Seven Hundred 

Horfe- 
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Horfemcn; but he houghed all the Chariot 
Horfes^ referving of them only for an Hundred 
ChariotSy (2 Sam. viii. 4.) When he had ta- 
ken a Thoufand Chariots, with their Horfes, 
and deftroy'd Nine out of Ten, it is evident 
he had no thought of raifing a Military Force 
of this kind ; probably he retained them 
for his State, and might do it lawfully, with- 
out incurring the Guilt of multiplying HorfcSj 
which are the Terms in which the Law is 
conceived. Certain it is, he made no ufe of 
them in War j and fo far he complied with 
the true Senfe and Spirit of the Law. What 
ufe he made of them, is no where faid : But 
yfYitnjibfalom aimed at the Crown, he prepar- 
ed Chariots and Horfes, and Fifty Men to run 
before him, (2 Sam. xv. i.) which was plainly 
affcSing the Pomp and State of a King; and 
yet in the Day of Battel, we find him mounts 
cd on a Mule, the Colt of an Afs. And if 
we may judge what the King did, by feeing 
what this Rival of the Crown afFefted to do^ 
it is plain David's Hundred Chariots were 
ufcd for State in Peace, and not for Strength in 
War. And in this Senfe, I conceive, wc 
are to underftand a Paffage in Jeremiah^ 
where he promifes the People of Judah^ that 
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if they prove obedient, thcttjhould enter httji 
the Gates of the City Kings and Princes^ fit-^ 
ting on tbeT'hrone ^ David, riding in Chariot s^ 
and on Horfes^ Jen xvii. 25. which is plainly 
a Defcription of a State of Peace and Securi- 
ty ; (compare Ver.2j.) and taken in any other 
Senfe, it muft ftand in Contradiction to the 
Law in Deut. and many other Texts of Scrip- 
ture *. But to go on, 

It is very much to be remarked, that du- 
ring this Period, (/. e. from the coming out of 
EgyptXQ the End of David" ^ Reign) the Peo- 
ple of Ifrael never fuffered for want of Force 
and Strength in War \ they were often pu- 
nifhed, as they often deferved it, for their 
Idolatry; but whenever they repented and 
turned to God, _ their Deliverance did not 
wait for want of Forces. Troops few in Num- 
ber, and feemingly unfit for A(5lion, fupport- 
ed neither by Chariots nor by Horfemen, pro- 
ved an Overmatch for Royal Armies. This 
may be verify'd in the Inftances of Gideon^ 
Baruchy Jephtha and Samuel, and of all others 
called forth by God to fave his People. 

• Ifthe9th» and following Chapters of Zecbariab are in- 
deed, (as Mr. Medeuidi other learned think} part of the Pro- 
phecy oi Jeremiah^ this Diftinftion will be ncceflary to re- 
concile this Paflage, Jtr. xviL 25. and that which is now to 
be foond, Zub, iz. 9. 

During 
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t5uring this Period alfo it was that th<J 
Kingdoih of I/raei was carried to its utmofl: 
Height by David. He held the Kin^ about 
him, how gallantly foever they and their 
Trdops were mounted, under Tribute and 
Subjection, th&^ he himfelf rode on a Mule, 
and provided no better Equipage for his Son 
on his Coronation-Day. " Caufe, fays Davids 
Solomon my Son to ride upon mine own Mule, 
and bring him down to Gihon^ and let Zadock 
the Prieft and Nathan the Prophet anoint him 
there King over Ifrael" (i Kings i. 33^ 34-) 
When David looked back and contemplated 
on this State of Things, he might well fay. 
Some truji in Chariot s^ andfome in Horfes^ but 
we will remember the Name of the Lord our 
God^ PfaLxx. 7. 

In the Reign of Solomon Things qUiddy 
changed. He marry'd the Daughter of tfaub 
King of Egypt y and opened a Conmierce be- 
tween that Country and his own 5 and the 
next News we hear pf him is, " That he had 
" Forty Thoufand Stalls of Horfes for his 
" Chariots, and Twelve Thoufand Horfe-- 
** men" (i Kings iv. 26.) They who fucceed- 
ed him followed his Example ; and from his 
Time the Kings of Judah and I/rael had^ 
whenever they were able to keep them, 9 
Strength of Chariots and Horfemen. 

Let 
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Let us fee now what they got by thisi 
^ Change. Solomon came to a Kingdom firmly 
cftablifhed, the Princes round him were tri*- 
butary to him, and thofe at a diftancC feared 
and admired him; but Troubles foon over- 
took him, the Edomite on one fide, the King 
of Damafcus on the other, infulted him ; nor 
was he able with all his new Forces to quell 
thefe upftart Enemies. 

But the moft remarkable Event, and which 
feems defigned by Providence to humble the 
Pride oilfrael^ was, the Divifion of the King- 
dom upon the Death of Solomon -, which pro- 
duced a War of many Years Continuance be- 
tween I/rael and Judah^ in which their For- 
ces were employed with various Succefs in 
weakening and deftroying each other. Du- 
ring this Time the King of Egypt, the Coun- 
try which had furniflied Solomon with all his 
Horfes, came up againft y^r^/fw, and took 
it, and carry 'd away all the Treafures of the 
Temple and of the Royal Palace; which had 
been long gathering by David and Solomon : 
and Rehoboamy the Son oiSolomon^ became Ser^ 
n)ant to the King of Egypt ^ (2 Chron. xii. 8, 9.) 
Thus did Solomon and his Houfe profper with 
their great Strength of Chariots and Horfes. 
Indeed we may from this Time date the Ruin 

B of 
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of Ifraeh, the two Kingdoms were fo weak- 
ened by their internal War, that they were 
unable to defend themfelves againft their 
Neighbours j and became Servants by Turns, 
fometimes to the Kings of Egypt y fometimes 
to the Kings oiAJfyria and Babylon j till after 
many and great Diftrefles they were carried 
into Captivity, the People of Ifrael into AJfy^ 
rWy and Judah into Babylon. 

During this Period we find that God had 
not utterly forfaken his People, but often- 
times gave them very fignal Deliverances. But 
it is to be obferved, that thefe Deliverances 
were not effefted by their great Forces, but 
by the Interpofition of God, when their Con- 
dition was fuch that they loft all Hope m 
their own Strength, and were willing to rely 
on God. Thus was Hezekiab delivered at a 
time when he was fo weak, that the AJfyriam 
infolently offered him Two thoufand Horfe, 
if he on his Paft were able to fet Riders upon 
them, (2 Kingsyis\\\. 23.) The Cafe will gene- 
rally be found the fame in other Inftances. 

By this (hort Account it appears that Z)^- 
vtd was the laft of the Rulers over Ifrael who 
obferv'd the Law againft multiplying Horfes i 
and he was the laft alfo who can be pretended 
to have been a Deliverer of the People. This 

Truth 
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Truth was feen by the Author of the ISpiftlft 
to the HebreivSy who when he reckons up the 
ahtient Worthies of his Country who trufted 
in God, and " by Faith fubdued Kingdoms, 
•* who out of Weaknefs wefe made ftrong, 

and waxed vahant in Fight, and turned to 

Flight the Armies of the Aliens," fhuts up 
his Catalogue with David^ as being the lafl 
to whom thefc Characters could be applied, 
and after whom there arofe none like to hint 
to fave the People of Ifrael. 

But it may be asked perhaps, Were the 
Kings of Judab and Ifrael punifhed for ha- 
ving Chariots and Horfes in their Armies? 
Docs not the Scripture charge them with 
Idolatry, and many other Crimes, which 
brought on their Ruin ? No doubt there were 
many other Crimes, and of a deeper dye, for 
which thefe Kings and their People were pu- 
nifhed 5 but the true Queftion is. Was it a 
Grime at all to multiply Horfes and Chariots ? 

The fhorteft Anfwer to this Queftion, will 
be to examine what Account their own Pro- 
phets have given of the Caufes of their Ruin. 

Ifaiab lived in the Reign of four Kings of 
Judah^ and prophefied of the Captivity. In 
his fccond Chapter, he thus recounts the Sins 
of his People ; " They be repknilhed from 

B 2 ' "the 
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•^ the Eaft, and are Soothfayers, like the Pkt- 
" lijlinesy and they pleafe themfelves in the 
" Children of Strangers ; their Land alfo is 
" full of Silver and Gold, neither i^thereany , 
" End of their Treafures : Their Land alfo is 
«* full of Harfes, neither is there any End of 
^* their Chariots." 

So again, Chap. xxxi. " Wo to them that 
go down to Egypt for Help, and ftay on 
Horfes, and truft in Chariots, becaufe they 
are many ; and in Horfemen, becaufe they 
<* are very ftrong, but they look not unto the 
** holy One oilfraely neither feek the Lord." 

The Prophet Hofea lived under the fame 
Kings that IJaiab did, and forefaw the Mife- 
ries coming upon his Country; he exhorts 
the People to Repentance, and has put a fhort 
Form of Confeffion into their Mouths ; the 
two. great Articles of it are thefe — — - " We 
" will not ride upon Horfes, neither will we 
** fay any more to the Work of our Hands, 
** Ye are our Gods'* {Chap. xiv. 3.) 

Confider now what is the Guilt of having 
a Country full of Horfes : Moral Evil furely 
there is none in it ; and to charge all Princes 
with Iniquity who have a Strength of Horfes 
in their Armies, and to transfer to them the 
Crimes charged on this Account on the Kings 
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of Judah and Ifrael^ would be intolerable 
Abufe of the Phrafe and Language of Scri- 
pture. But the Kings of Ifrael were exalted 
to the Throne on condition that they fhould 
renounce the Afliftance of Horfes and Horfe- 
men, and depend on God for Succefs in the 
Day of Battel. 

Having feen then what the Law, and the 
Prophets, and the Experience of many Ages 
had taught the Jews to think of their Princes, 
and their martial Preparations j let us look 
back to the Prophecy relating to the Meffias^ 
Zech. ix. 9. The Words are thefe j " Rejoice 

greatly, O Daughter of Zion-y fhout, O 

Daughter of Jerufalem : behold thy King 
" cometh unto thee : he is juft, and having 
•^ Salvation, lowly, and riding upon an Afs, 
" and upon a Colt the Pole of an Afs. 
. " And I will cut off the Chariot from 
^* Epkraiftty and the Horfe from Jerufalem^ 

You fee here that the King foretold was to 
fave the People. Confider then what fort of 
King was to be expeded : Is it poflible to 
imagine that God would fend a King to fave 
them, who fhould be like the Kings who had 
undone them ? Is it not more reafonable to 
imagine he fhould refemble thofc who had 
indeed been Deliverers of their Country? 
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Kings who feared God, and therefore feared 
no Enemy ; who, tho* mounted on Affes, and 
Colts the Poles of Afles, were able to put to 
flight the Thoufands and Ten Thoufands of 
Chariots and Horfes that came againft them ? 

The King foretold by the Prophet was 
moreover to be juft, meek, and lowly; but 
how could he have deferved this Character, 
had he appeared in the Pomp and Pride of 
War, furrounded with Horfes and ChariotSi 
in dired: Oppofition to the Law of God? Or 
as he was to bring Salvation to the People, 
could he make ufe of thofe Means which 
God never had profpered, and which he had 
fufficiently declared he never would ? 

You fee then how eflential it was to the 
Gharafter of a King of Ifraely who was to be 
juft, and lowly, and to bring Salvation with 
him, that he (hould come riding on an Afs, 
arid a. Colt the Pole of an Afs. But if any 
Doubt can yet remain, let the Prophet him- 
felf explain it, who, immediately after his 
Pefcription of the promifed King, adds^ ^^And 
^ I will cut off the Chariot from Ephraitn^ and 
*' the Horfe from Jerujalem-i* plainly {hew- 
ing, that the Charadler given of the Meffias, 
that he ftiould ride on an Afs, Was in oppo- 
Btion tp the Pride of their warlike Kings^^ 

who 
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who by their great Strength in Chariots and 
Horfes had ruined thcmfelves and their Peo-^ 
pie. 

To the fame purpofe fpeaks the Prophet 
Hofea : I will have Mercy upon the Houfe of 
yudah^ and will fave them by the Lord their 
Gody and will not fave them by Bow^ nor by 
Swordy norbyBattely by Horfes j norbyHorfe* 
men^ i. 7. Thus alfo the Prophet Micah pro- 
mifed Deliverance to the Remnant of Jacobs 
and then adds, And it pall come to pafs in that 
Day^ faith the Lord^ that I will cut off thy 
Horfes out of the midji of thee^ and I will de^ 
firoy thy Chariots 5 and f will cut off the Cities 
of thy handy and throw down all the Jirong 
Holds y V. 10, II. Some Commentators have 
laboured to reconcile thefe Things, imagi- 
ning, that there is a great Contradiction, in 
promifing 10 fave the People, and at the fame 
time to cut off their Forces, and throw down 
their ftrong Holds: But the true Senfa is^ 
that the Salvation ftiould be fo perfect and 
compleat, that they fhould want neither thefe 
Forces nor their ftrong Holds, for God would 
be to them inftead of Armies and fortified 
Towns. 

Thefe Paflages mutually fupport and en- 
lighten each-other, and (hew undeniably what 
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the Prophet had in view when he foretold 
that the Meflias fliould ride on an Afs. 

And what is there in all this to make Sport 
for Unbelievers ? Has it appeared to be a mere 
trifling Circumftance in the Charafter of a 
King oilfraely whether he had Chariots and 
Horfes of War or no ? Or was it any Re- 
proach to Chrift to ride into Jerujalem on the 
Fole of an Afs, when David ^ the greateft 
of his Anceftors, and Solomon the wifeft, as 
long as he was wife, rode in the fame man- 
ner? Can the Jews objedt to this Circum- 
ftance, and yet talk of the Glories of Davidy 
and the Magnificence of Solomon^ who in the 
midft of all their Glory and Magnificence did 
the very fame thing ? Or can they ftumble at 
this Charadter of the Meflias, without for- 
getting by what Princes their Anceftors were 
faved, and by what undone ? 

From this general Account of the Aflfairs of 
the Kings of IJrael^ and the particular Gir- 
cumftances they were under in regard to their 
own Law, there arife fome Reflexions, which 
may be properly here mentioned. As firft : 
The Law given to the Kings of Ifrael^^ confi- 
dered together with the Hiftory of that Na- 
tion, forms a very ftrong Prefumption for the 
divine Original of the Law oiMoJes. For fup- 
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pofing Mg/^i to be a mere human Legiflatory, 
like Salon or LycurguSy what could tempt him 
to forbid the Princes of his Country the Ufe 
of Horfes and Chariots for their Defenfe^ 
Should fuch a Law be propofed for France or 
Germany at this Day, what would the World 
think of it ? Or fuppofing this Law to be his 
own Contrivance, how comes it to pafs that 
the Event and Succefs of Things thro' many 
Ages does fo exad:ly correfpond to the Law ? 
That the Princes profpered, and extended 
their Dominion over great Countries, when 
they had neither Chariots nor Horfes ; and 
were ruined and undone when they were 
ftrong in thefe Forces ? Can it be fuppofed 
that the Hiftory of many Ages, and which 
relates the AiFairs not only of the Princes of 
Ifrael, but of other contemporary Kings, is 
all forged, and merely to fhew an Agreement 
between the Hiftory and this particular Law ? 
Or how (hall we account for the Condudt of 
the Prophets, who faw the People ruined^ 
and inftead of reproaching them with Cow- 
ardice, and a Negledt of their neceflary De- 
fenfe. Things which ufually uiher in fuch 
Misfortunes, reproach them with having 
been too ftrong, too powerful in Horfes and 
Horfemen? . ^ 
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Thefc Appearances can never be account- 
ed for by any human Contrivance, and they 
plainly fhew that the Hand of God was in 
this thing from the beginning to the end. 

2dl)\ We may from hence colledt the^Na- 
ture oi David's Crime in numbering the Peo- 
ple of Ifrael. Had he adled in the true Spi- 
rit of a King of Ifrael, he Mrould have been 
lefs follicitous about the. Number of his For- 
ces, and would have trufted God with the 
Work which God had undertaken, and which 
he had conftantly, and in David's Cafe in a 
very particular manner, difcharged with Fi- 
delity. Read the Promife in the Law — . 
** When thou goeft to battel againft thine 
" Enemies, and feeft Horfes and Chariots, 
" and a People more than thou, be not afraid 
" of them , for the Lord thy God is with 
« thee." And confider, what but Diftruft in 
God could tempt David to number his For- 
ces ? Happy had it been for him and the Peo- 
ple had he then refledled, that God taketh no 
Pkaftire in the Strength of an Horfe, neitbet 
delightetb be in any Man's Legs. He ought to 
have remembered, what his own Experience 
had taught him, that God wanted not the 
Affiftance either of Horfe or Foot to execute 
the Defigns of his Providence, 
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3^^> ^^ ^^y ^ ^ Doubt whether King 
3^ig/Sji& was not guihy of the iame Fault in 
his warlike Preparations againft the King of 
Egypt. Jofiah has fo good a Charad:er in 
Scripture, that both Je^vs and Chriftians have 
beea at a lofs to account for the unfortunate 
End he came to, being flain in Battel againil; 
the King oi Egypt. The learned Dr. Prideaux 
has juftified his Conduft in oppofing the Paf- 
fage of the King of Egypt y becaufe it was a 
Service due to the King oiAJfyria^ to whom 
yofiah was a Vaflal : Be it fo; yet his Duty to 
the King of AJfyrta could not diflblve his 
Dependance on an higher Mafter : He went 
to war as a Vaffal of the King oiAJjyria^ but 
did he ask Counfel of God as King oijudah? 
Or was he attended to the War with fuch 
Forces only as the Kings of Judah might 
lawfully ufe ? That he had Chariots and 
Horfemen, appears plainly from the Account 
of his Death, z Cbron. xxxv. 24. for he was 
wounded in one Chariot, removed into ano- 
ther to be carried off, and 'tis very probable 
that there were Chariots and Horfemen ma- 
ny in his Army, fince there appears no Scru- 
ple in him upon this Head. That this was 
the true, or the only Caufe of hjs Misfortune, ' 
I dare; not affirm, for I have no exprefs Au* 
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thority to fupport me in affirming it; but 
this I fee, that he was found in the Day of 
Battel not with the Equipage of a King oiju- 
dah, but furrounded with Forces, which the 
Law of his God had forbid him to truft to, 
and which had often proved a Strength fatal 
to his Anceftors. 
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